Damage {o Fremantle Jetty.

Kegislatibe RAssembly,
Wednesduy, 21sf Awgust, 1805,

Damage to the Frowantle Jetty— National Iife
Assurance i New Zealond—** Slocker” System
aof Land Scttlement—Compensatior for Damage
by Dynamite Explosion @t Fronawtle—Associa-
tion Incorporation Bill : first veading— Right to
purchase Land i Bucla Dicision—dAbolition of
Hhorigines Protection Board—Leyislation re
Fencing of Lapds— Estimutes, 1895-96: incom-
mitiee—Adjourument,

Tae SPEAKEW took the chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.
PRAYERS.

DAMAGE TU THE FREMANTLE JETTY.
Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Vonn) handed in a atatement in
writing, being o report by the Engineer
of Existing Lines, made in reply to reflections
which the hon. member for (eraldton had
made in the House on the previous evening,
in relation to certain damage done by the
wenther to the jetty at Fremantle, and the
manner in which the Works apd Railway
Department had been repairing the same. |
‘1his statement would also anticipate the -
queation which was to be asked by the hon.
member for South Fremantle—and he (the
Commissioner of Railways), having read the
statement asked leave to lay it on the table. .
Ordered, that the paper lic upon the table.

NATIONAL LIFE ASSURANCE IN KEW
ZEALAND.

Me. THROSSELL, inaccordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether the Government
had enused ennuiry to Dbe mnde as to the
anccess attending the system of national life
assurance in New Zealand, as promised last
sesaion ; and, if eo, whether the result of such
enquiry would be laid on the talle of the
House.

Tae PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Government had wade the
enquiry, and the papers received would be

placed on the table.

o BLOC'KER” SYSTEM OF LAND
SETTLEMENT.

Ar. THROSSELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Crown
Lands whether the Government had caused
enquiry to be mnde as to the working of the |
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* blocker” aystem of land settleraent in South
Australin, a5 prowised Iast seasion ; and, if so,
whother he would luy the result of such
enquiry epon the table of the House.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardeon) replied that the
enhject referred to in the guestion had not
previously Leen brought nnder his notice in
the Lands Departmnent, but he would cn-

; denvor to vbtain, by enquiry, the information

which the hon. meinber desived.

COMPERSATION FOR DAMAGE BY DYNA-
MITE BEXPLORION A" FREMANTLE.

Mep, MOSS, in aceordance with notice, asked
the Director of Public Works,—(1.) Whether
any, ond if so, what cluims were received hy
the Public Worke Depnrtment from residents
of Fremantie, seeking compensation for dam-
ages sustained Lto their property in conse-
quence of the explosion of a quantity of dyna-
mite on the night of the 1st or the morning of
the 2rd January, 1895,  (2.) Whether any of
the elaims hud been puid or compromised, or
agreed Lo be paid or compromised ; and, if so,
the names of the parties and the amounts prid
or agreed te be paid to them.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replicd as follows:—

{1.) Yes, the following claims were ve-
ceived :—

£ 8 d

Mesars. M. Higham & Sans ... 6411 6
» Falk & Co. 112 0
Mye. M. Pasley ... 100
Mr. J. A, Hicks ... .20 0O 0
Mr. A. W, Cruickshank 010 ©

Dr. Birmingham . 017 6
Union Bank of Australasin

(Limited) {No sum named.)
(2.) The claimg have not beea paid, the

Goveroment not being liable.

ASSOCIATION INCORPORATION BILL.
Introduced by Mr. Hanpenn, and read a
first time.

-

RIGHT TO PURCHASE LAND} IN EUCLA
DIVISION.
Mr. JAMES, m accordance with wotice,
maved “ That the Government should give o
" favoralde consideration to the request of the

‘rlessee of lease 2,434, Bucla Division, by

* which he secks to huve extended the right
“to purchase the lands comprised in the
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“lense: provided that the Government are
“ sutisfied that the lund is not auriferons, and
* that in any caze provision is made to secure
*“ the payment of & royalty for all gold got or
“won ; and provided that the right of pur-
“chase be not extended beyond 1st October
“next, and o substantinl deposit be paid at
“once.”” He said that about ten years ago a
block of land, u little more than a guarter of
a million acves, almost on the houndary of the
Southern Division of the colony, was taken
up on lease, with a vight of purchase at 2a,
6d. un acre. The rent was paid regularly,
and the lgsseos spent £6,000 or £7,000 in
gurveying und sub-dividing the land, with a
view to scttlemendt. The right to purchase
under the lease expired ot the end of Decem-
ber, 1893. At that time a financial crisis was
affecting the banks nand financial institutions
throughout Australia, so that these lessees
found it improcticable to obtain the financial
assistance they reguirved for purchasing this
land., In view of these exceptional circum-
stances, he (Mr. James) assumed that if the
Government were satisfied of the bona fide
intention of the lessees to complete the pur-
¢hage in accordance with the terma of the
lease, that the only reason they did not do so
atthe fime was the ocourrence of the financial
crisis in Australia, and that the lessees were
now ready and anxious to complete tl.e pur-
chase by paying down a substantial deposit at
once, the Government would show a reanson-
ahle consideration to these lessees by consent.
ing to this course. e wns informed that the
land is & limestone formation, and is not
anriferous; but. in case gold should be found
there ut any future time, his motion provided
that a royalty should be paid by the pur-
chasers of the land upon all gold obtained
there; also that, to prevent amy hawking
ahout of the purchase right now asked for, the
motion limited the period of purchase to a
date not later than the lst of October next.
With these limitations, he thought the Gov-
ernment and this House wounld he doing only
an act of justice to these intending purchasers,
who had from the first acted in a straight.
forward manner towards the Government.

Mr. RANDELL secended the motion.

Mgr. MORAN opposed the request. Hesaid
the Government should be careful hefore con-
senting to sell the fee simple of this tremen-
dous area of land, for, according to the pre.
sent developments of the Kurnalpi and Dun-
das goldfields to the southward, there was
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proof that the anriferous belt of country ex-
tended sonthward. Surely enongh had been
done in the alienntion of large blocks of land,
especially after what had happened in rela-
tion to the Hampton Plnins and the wmode of
dealing with that veluable concession, which
was now hampering the mining ipdastry to
the eastward, and the smme might happen in
dealing with this block in the south, The
mere statowent that this land is within the
limestone belt, and thervafore mot auriferous,
ghould not he suflicient to satisfy the Houre.
It could be no hardship for the subject of this
motion to stand over till next session. He ob-
jected to the possibility of this enormous
ntes, when sold, being shut away from pros-
pectors and miners.

Mr. RANDELL, in sapporting the motion,
aaid these intending purchasers were deserv-
ing of the most considerate treatmnent. The
Government, who knew perhaps more of this
matbter than members of the House, were dis-
posed to look favorably on the request con-
tained in the motion. These applicants had
spent a large sum of moeney in surveying the
land for subdivision, and the plan so made
was nmow in the hands of the Government.
The rent was paid punctually up to the expiry
of tha leage, and the applicants wers now pre-
pared to pay down a substantial deposit and
to compleia the purchase by the 1st of October
next. He had heardthera were other tenants in
that neighbérhoed who did nos pay the rent
they undertook to pay, and that the lessees
who took up this avea were alinost the only
lessees who did pay remt in that pard
of the cclony. The survey of the land
had cost these persons £3,800, and eighteen
montha were occupied in making it. The
financial collapse in 1893 was the only
cause which prevented these persors
from fulfilling the conditions imposed by
the Government. In these circumstances,
he hoped this Assembly would do the act of
justice which was proposed in the motion.
This land was not likely, otherwise, to be
taken up by any one. The losses and difficul-
ties which these persons had had to face did
entitle them to the most generous considera-
tion of the Government and the House.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that, ay he knew a good deal nbout this
matter, he would give all the informa-
tion he possessed. This Jand was taken up by
these applicants under the Land Regulations
of 1882, which provided that lessees might
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obtair the fee simple of their leased area by
the payment of 23, 6d. per acre, if purchased
within the first geven years, and for 5a.
per acre if purchased within the next
seven years. All leasez held under the
Regulations of 1882 expired at the ond
of 1893, and these persons had the option,
up to that time, to avail themselves of
the right of purchase at 2s. 6d. an acre. He
helieved their intention waa to dispose of this
lund, in surveyed blocks, for agricultural or
pastoral purposes ; and they got the luad sur-
vayed into blocks of 100 or 200 acres, and fur-
nigshed to the Survey Office & map of the
subdivisions. Then they made a proposal to
purchase at 2s. 6d. nn ncre, and while striving
to do that the financial erisis of 1893 came
upon the Lanks, so that these persons weve
not able to carry out the purchase. However,
they stuck to it atrenuoualy, and the Govern-
ment tried to help them by extending the time
as long ns they counld under the Regulations,
These persons were allowed six months longer,
or perhups it was to the end of 1894, to cown-
plete the purchase, but it was not completed.
Eventually they were told the Regulations
had expired, and tiat the Government had no
further power to extend the time, even if the
parties were ready to pay the money. They
had since then bheen communicating with the
Government at intervals up to the present
time, and recently they applied for permission
to pay a substantial deposit—£2,000, he
thonght—and offered to complete the pur-
chase, but they were agnin told that the
Regulations under which they could have pur-
chased had cxpired, also that the Goverament
had no power to sell the land at 23 64. mn
acre, and that the only way of deuling with
such an offer would be by special legislation,
which the Government were not prapared to
bring in. These persons had now heen for-
tunate enough to obtain the assistnnce of the
hon. member for Perth (Mr. Randell} and
the hon. member for East Perth (Mr. James),
and hence the motion now before the House,
In regard to she nature of the country applied
for, he could well understand why the hon.
member for Yilgarn should express anxiety
about the alienstion of thiz area of land,
seeing the experiemce of this colony in re-
Intion to the alienation of the Hampton
Plaing. When that land was sold to a
syndicate, the general opinion, and his own
also, was that the Hampton Plains were
limestone country. However, as to this land
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in the Enclu Divigion, he had travelled over it
in 1870, and certainly where he went he found
it was the ordimary tablelund Jlimestove
country which extended to the Eucla bhorder
and inland for perhaps o hondred miles.
There waa an elevated plateau of country,
from Point Cnlver to what was enlled Eyve
sandpatch, and then on to Eucla. It was un-
dulating in parts, but generally flaf, and thia
charucter of country was found hoth above
and helow the limestone ridge, rising about
250 feet, nnd extending all the way from Eyre
sandpateh to Buela. ihe aren referred to by
these persons was about 330,000 odd acres, and
embraced this bunk and a considerable portion
of the platenu, and the same churacter of
country bolow the runge. Aa for ag his judg-
ment went, he had no hesitation in saying
there were no minerals there. It was lime-
stone country—very fair country for grass,
and, being near the sea, had the heavy
dews; Bo that stock did very well
there without much water, in some
geasons, The water diffculty might possibly
be overcome by sinking. Thizs wag all the
Government knew ahout the matter. There
was b goud deal to Le said for the applicants
whn had spent & lot of money on the lease.
Their idea was to uae it for agricaltural and
pastoral purposes, and as it wns not at present
utilised in any way it would he a good thing
if they did =so, and the colony would not then
suffer in any wuy if the request were granted.
All the land in this vicinity had heen held for
speculative purpeses and pot for cultivation
for several years, and the Governmen:t had
received some £30,000 a year fromn this Encla
District, while now it only retwrved o few
hundred pounds per annum to the revenue.
He considered it was not a matter in which
the Government conld move.

Mr. LEFROY said that the House would
not go far wrong in granting an extension to
the applicants, as asked by the resolution,
bat, nevertheless, the whole watter should be
carefully considered hefore any decision was
arrived at. He had .found that millicns of
ncres bud been taken ap in the vicinity of the
Iand in question, and had been abandoned.
That pointed to the fuct that the lund was nob
of very great value, and he thought that hy
selling it ab 2s. 6d. per acre the country would
gain, as the lease consisted of 338,000, which,
if sold at 25 6d. per acre, would yield
£42,000. If the upplicants were willing to
spend that amount of money in nequiring



G40 Purchase of Land af Eucla.

it, they were mnot likely to neglect
it.  'The matter could not he dealt
with except under Clanse 115 of the

Lund Regulations, which provided that
‘“ Bpeeinl concessions moy be made for the pro-
“ motion of the settlement of the colony, in
“ fee simple or olherwise. irovided that
“ concessions under that cliuse shall Le sab-
* ject to the approval of Parliament.” No
action could he tuken outside that provision
without specin! legislation being enuncted.
Beforo proceeding any further he thought that
the House should give more consideration to
the subject. At the same time, if the land
was not suriferous, no harm wonld be done if
the applicants were allowed to secure it. It
was not quite correct to call them the lessees
of the land, a8 it now belonged to the Crown,
but he wns not one of those whoe objected to
people holding lurge nreas of land if they
made good use of it. He hoped the matter
would be further considerod.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said the motion wus
worthy of the consideration of the Govern-
went, but how far it shenld be complied with
he was not in a position to say. In selling
the Innd to the applicants the Governwent
could easily provide that all minerals found
thereon should be reserved for the Crown.
He wished to suggest, however, that if the
Governwent accepted £40,000 for the land
they should devote it te the establishment of
a University. [t was rather hard that the
applicants should not te able to carry ont
their original intentions in regard Lo the land,
for they had proved their bone fides by paying
rent for ten or twelve years. He pressed the
suggestion he had made in regard to o
University on the attention of the Govern-
ment.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWNLANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) said a good deal of
pressure had been brought to bear on the
Government, to induce them to bring in legis-
lation that would enable them to disposc of
the land in guestion, but the Goverament con-
sidercd it wns unwise to do so in the ahsence
of definite information regarding it. It
would cost something to prove whether it
was nuriferouns or not, although it was well
known that limestone country wos not gold-
bearing. Theu the questivn as to what waa
Lhe hest use for the land arose, and it seemed
to him that if the Government could get
£40.000 for it, that amount would be of more
vulue to the country than the land. Even if

.
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the land did eontain minerals, the Govarn-
weng could always protect themselves by in-
troducing s Mining on Private Property Bill,
and even now, when lund of that description
was found to contain minerals, the Govern-
ment received £1 per ncre for it,  He there-
fore did not sev any danger in the resolution,
althongh (here was o mystical fecling of
superstition in regard to the alicoation of
Crown Lands, H= suggested that the de-
bate should bu adjourned in order that hon.
members might be furnished with the fullest
information hefore the matter came up for
discussion again.

Mgr. HARPER suid he could not alter his
opinion regardiag the danger which the reso-
lution threatened. Many people had resigned
their rights to leasehold land, and if one set
of individuuls were re-instated many other
people would apply for similar favours. Tho
Rogulativns were liberal enough, and if people
were not able to hold on to their land under
those Regulations, it was their owu lookout.
With regard to the value of land, he said it
might be doubled if the lranscontinental
railway were constructed. He would oppose
the resolution.

Mz. MASSELL said be would snpport the
resolution, bacause the applicants, having
paid the rent of the land for se long, nnd
having met with reverses by the bank crisis,
were entitled to some consideration.

MEg. 'I'HROSSELL said he confessed that
he wns prejudiced against the resolution,
because it supported the bad principle of
selling large blocks of Innd to ome or two
individuals. If the country were worthless, it
was difficult to understand the nnxiety of the
applicants to acquire ii, and he supposed that
they intended to foist it upon the knglish
market. If that were the object, the Houso
was, in jusfice to the colony, bound to oppose
the sale of the land. TIf it weioc wanted For
agriculture, the House wonld not be right in
aliennting half a wmillion aeres from the
people, even at 28, 6d. per acre; while it that
sum were given, it would soon be swallowed
up in water conservation and the upkeep of
the roads in the disirict. He hoped hon.
membhers would he guided by the experience
of the Hampt..n Plains Syndicate grant and
otherlarge grants, and thnt no more conces-
sions wowld be made withont a provision for
compulsory improvement being imcluded.
If land wore disposed of without that pro-
vision, they wonld be playing with the public
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heritage and making a very serious mistake.
He asked the Government to get the fullest
information before they attempted to throw
away nesrly half o million acres of land, and,
if it were parted with, it should only be under
clear conditions for iimprovement. The whole
higtory of land settlement had been utterly
gpoiled owing to the nbsence of that simple
precantion, and he asked hon. members not to
nssent to the resolution before fully consider-
ing the dangers it threatened, and the great
principle that was ot stake, .

Mr. CONNOR said he would always oppose
any motion, the object of which was to ulienate
any land belonging to the Crown. It was
surprising that the hon. the mover, who was
& nationalist of nationalists, should hnve
brought the resolution forward. He held the
opinion that to sell the land, ne reguested,
would be equal o granting similar concessions
to those which hnd already been made to
railway syndicates. Whether the land was
auriferous or not, it should be held for the
people to apply for it under the Land Regula.
tions, and as the resolution would create a
bad precedent if it were passed, he would not
support it.

Mze. A. FORREST would like to say o few
words in favor of .the resolution submitred by
the hon. member for East Perth. It would be
within the recollection of hon. members thut
the gentlemen representing the lesaees of this
block bad for some ten or twelve yenrs
regularly paid the rent, and they wounld have
fulfilled nll the conditions necessary to securs
the right to purchuse, but for financial difficul-
ties over which they had no control. They had
boen granted an extension of time, and even
then had been unable to conclude all the con-
ditions imposed upon them, but now, owing to
an improvement in their circumstances, they
weore alle to pay the Government the awount
of purchase money. For twclve years they
had paid o rental, and held u right to bay tho
land. What they asked now was to be placed
in the ewme position they held before their
fuilure to comply with the conditiona of pur-
chase. There was now in the colony m sum
of £40,000 for the purchase of the land,
snd that smount would be available
to the colony, where as many shillings
had not been available before. This
large amount of money could now be
added to the revenue of the country. People
who knew the land applied for, were positive
that it was not auriferous, but purely limestone
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formation, and it wounld not be of value, even
to pustorulists, unless large amonnts were
spent in getting water. [t was a well known-
fact that the whole of the country from
Isrenlite biay to Eucla was of a non-producing
character, bub they had now an offer of 2s. 6d.
per acre for this land, after the syndicate had
been paying rental for a number of years at
the rate of 23, 6d. per 1000 acres per. annum,
For fifty years thiz country had been regarded
as worthless, and there were moany ways in
which hy which whatever money it produced
could be employed. They were fortunate to gat
gentlemen who were prepared to pay £35,000
for a tract of country, when there was not
tho slightest chanese of its being auriferous.

M», SmmesonN: You said that about the
Hampton Plaina.

Me. A. FORREST : I did not say anything
of the sort.

Mg. Smreson: You said thaet you walked
over it.

Mgr. A. FORRES[ admitted that wos so,
but he did not know as much about goldmining
then as he did to day. 'This land was prinei-
pally towards the coast, and it was geaerally
recognised that no gold would be found near
the coast. [SeEveErar MemBeRs: [tis found
on the coastin plenty of places.] It had not
been found on the coast in this colony, or
rather in this end of the colony. These people
had been tenuants of the Crown for a large
number of years, and were tenants at the time
the concession ended. They now desired to
regain the position they had held, and were
prepared to expend £40,000 in deing so. Thia
land, as o matter of fact, was land hon, mem-
bers wonld not care to give £10 for, for the
whole lot. The colony wns offered by
a large London syndiente—{Mr. Mogan:
How do you know it is a London
syndicate ] It was hardly necessary to ox-
plain that no one in the colony would find this
amount. Now, the colony was face to face
with the necessity to provide funds for two
important matters, They had to clear off the
Ecclesiastical Grant, and provide .£30,000 for
the settlement of the Education question. The
accepting of the offer of this syndicate would
menn thot these two matters conld he settled
without the people of the country having to
be heavily taxed to do so. If the hon. member
for Geraldton, or Albany, orany hon. members
in the House, held this land, and ware offered
balf the sum the Government waa now offered,
they would gladly accept the offer.
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Mg. LEAKE could not fail to express some
surprise ab the resolution being bronght for-
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ward at all. It was certuinly one he could
not support. 1t was framed in an indefinite
manner. It wonld be hardly right for hom. .

members to part with such a large block of
land on the bare resolution of the House,
although the carrying of the resolution might
not have that effect, as he understood it would
be necessary for the Government to bring iu a
Bill to grant the concessions now being asked
for. It would be unwise for hon. members to
commit themselves to any expression of
opinion on the very indefinite information that
had been placed before them on such an im-
portant question. It was hardly aquestion of
mere right or wrong, but distinctly one of
principle, whether the lands of the colony
ware to be given away in these huge blocks,
and perpetnate a system that had been a sab-
ject of bitter complaint for so many yeors
Notwithatanding the feeling of the people of
the colony on this matter, they were now
asked to agres to the ulienation of about
300,000 acres. The Government appeared to
be very careful of the interests of
a syndicate, and of a aystem which they had
lust gession, been just as anxious to emphatic-
ally condemn, They were inclined to encour-
age the sale of land to speculators, and there
wag o great denl of force in what the hon.
member for Northam had said on this peing,
when he suggested that in any conces-
siong there should be a most stringent pro-
vision for settlement and imnprovement. Hon.
members should be particularly careful not to
be led into doing the wrong thing. He was
particularly glad to hear the remark made by
the hon. member for Beverley, that it was

possibla the land would be required for a |

transcontinental railway. A railway would
enormously increase the valne of the land,
and that incrense wmight just as well be
retained by the Government, as handed over
to any syndicate. “Besides this, it was o
fact that many people had forfeited their

leaseholds in this district, and the pur- -

chase of land was prohibited. Under the °

present Land Regulations, the land could not
be sold, and there was no reasonm for putting
these peopls in a position like they wmight
have been in prior to the passing of the Regu-

lations. The sole reason advanced for placing .
these people in a position where they could !

make an excellent bargain was that they had
heen forced to forego their clains to the pre-
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emptive right, owing to thewrr impecuniosity.
Personally he had never before heard of impe-
cuniosity being a goott plea or excuse for the
onn-fulfilmentof a contract. There weraplenty
of people in these times unable to fulfil con-
tracts in their business, and they had to go
to the wall. What the resolution nsked was
that the House should ngree to the rvight of
forfeiture being waived in this particular
case, buf there could be po justifieation for
this. These people had puid rent for twelve
years, and it was strange that it was
only now, when the circumstances of
the colony were very much altered, that
they thought fit to offer to purchase the
block, and attempted to get back the conces-
sions they had lost. If the request was
granted, these people wouldbe able to take up
the freehold nt 2s. 6d. per nmcre, while if it
was held by the Government for a little
while, as muach na 10s. an acre or more, might
be realised from it., The lessees had only
paid a rental ot 2s. 6d. per 1,000 acres per
annom, and for the whale period that would
not amount to £1,000. (Me. A. ForgesT.
They have spent £7,000 in surveys.] As a
matter of fact, but for a hoom in West
Australian land, pothing would have been
heard of the desire of this syndicate to carry
out the conditions they weire under in order to
secure the right to purchase. Of course the
syndicate was not to be blamed, but the
House would be to blame if they were so
negligent of the public interest us to listen
to the resolution. The hon. member for
West Kimberley was hardly the one to be
relied upon as o mining expert, and when he
declared that he knew this was not auriferons
country, they had to bear in mind that he was
not a capable geologist, and that, as a matter
of fact, he did not know what auriferous land
was when he saw it. This was not to be taken
disrespectfully, but the hon. member was
aware of the fact that he had travelled over a
large portion of tbe country which was
auriferoug, and he did not know anylhing
sbout it, [Tue PreEmier: He knmows now,]
‘The Homse had no reason fo suppose that the
land wus not auriferous, and hon. members
should not commit themselves at all without &
very special report giving more information
thun was nrow available. They should be well
informed as tv the geclogical formation of the
country. There were mamy important argu-
ments against the proposal, and hon. members
should be most careful not to commit them-
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solves until mors definite information had been
supplied.

Mr. HOOLEY remarked that if there had
been any assurance that the lessces of this
ground desired to purchase with n view of
turning it to some practical account, or in-
tended to expend money in obtaining water,
he wounld have felt inclined to support the
resolution, but it really appeared ns if they
were simply desirous of taking advantage of
the present boom in Weat Australinu property.
‘Their object in taking up the right of purchase
would only be to re-sell the property, and the
House should be very careful indeed how it
proceeded. 'The desling with this land on the
London market eould not be worth & farthing
to this conntry, no matter how advantageous
it might be to a syndicate. When large blocks
were disposed of previously im the colony,
the colony was in want of money. That

was mnot the case now, and if the
property was worth £45000 to any-
ome now, it would be worth that

to someone else a few yeare hence, and the
Government would lose nothing by holding it.
The present offer was most insignificant for
such a large extent of territery, An hon.
member had referred to the possibility of a
transcontinental reilway affecting this land,
and the sugpestion was certainly one that
might not he such a great distance from
realisation, and it was beyond doubt that such
aralway would greatly enhance the value of
that particnlor land,

Me. MOSS found the resolution one which
he would have te mostatrongly oppose. He was
surprised that the hon member for East Perth
had consented to bring such a proposal as that
contained in the resolution before the House.
The people who had this land, and the pre-
emptive right, had had ample opportunity to
secure the land. They had been treated most
liberally, and now there could hbe no
question their sudden anxiety to secure
it was with a view of making large
profits from the Government in the
future., They were not going to give £40,000
for this land merely to use it for legitimate
purposes, and, if it was worth this amount toa
syndicate of speculators, it was worth it to the
people of the country. It did seem to him
nbsurd that any member should feel disposed
to agree to so much land within the colony
being locked up, more especially after the
experience the colony had had with other
companies. Members should recollect what

(21 Avcosr, 1895.]

Aborigines Protection Board. 643

the experiences were, throngh giving the
Hampton Plains into the hands of a private
syndieate. [Mr. A. ForresT: Thisis different
land]. It wnas different for no other reasom
than that time had proved the Hampton
Plains to be highly auriferous. At present
the House had practically only the belief of
the Premier that this Jand was not auriferous
as well. The Premier bad gone over. this land
twenty-five years ago, and must have a very
imperfect knowledge of the pgeological
character of the country. The House had
certainly had no argument placed before it
why it should give to these people what would
be practically the fee simple of nearly half a
million acres of land in this country. There
must be some reason why the lessees of this
land desired to secure the fee simple, and, as
the cclony was not in want of £40,000, they,
should wait so that whatever profit was to be
got would go to the revenue of the country,
instead of to a band of speculators whose only
object was to enrich themselves without an
iota of regard for the interests of the people
of the country. [(f there was any Mining on
Private Property Act in foree in the colony
the position would be slightly different,

bat in ita absence, it wama mneces-
sary for hon. members to be very
careful how they dealt with  sauch

a large tract of country as 300,000 acres.
Some good reason should be given to the
Houge why the request shonld be considered
favorably, and, untilit waa advanced, it was
his duty to oppose to the very utmost any
suggestion to permit of the alienation of such
a large tract of country.

Mg, STMPSON thought the gquestion far
too important to be dealt with hurriedly, and,
as the Government appenred to have informa-
tion not before hon. members, he would move
that the debate be adjourned for a week, in
order that this information might be laid on
the table.

M=z. MORAN : Adjourn it for six months.

Motion, that the debate be adjourned for a
week, agreed to.

ABOLITION OF ABORIGINES PROTEC-
TION BOARD,

Tre PREMIER (Hon.8ir J. Forreat): Before
the hon. member moves hiz motion I should
like to state that n cablegram has heen re.
ceived from the Wight Hon. the Secretary of
State, to the effect that he desires to wmeet
the wishes of the Legislature of the colony,
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and snggests that Clavse 70 of “The Constitu-
tion Aect, 1889 should be amended sc as to
provide that £5,000 should still remain ns an
appropriation for the use of the aborigines, bub
that the expenditure of it shall be under the
complete control of the Government of the
eolony. A despatch is promised to follow. I
will place the cablegram upon the table to.
morrow. The renson I did not do 8o before
wag that I thought it hetter, before taking
any steps in the matter, that we should be in
possession of tho despatch. The cablegram
does not give full information. It only says
the Government shall have the expending of
any moneys voted by Patlinment for the
aborigines, provided that £5,000 shall be
aun appropriation. T do not want to express
an opinion upon the matter, hbut [ would ask
the hon. member (Mr. Simpson) to consent to
withdraw the motion until the despatch
arrives. It will certainly arrive before Parlia-
ment prorogues. We chall then be able to
consider the despatch, and move asmay be
found necessary. I will ask His Exceliency
the Administrator to place the cablegram
npon the table of the House to-morrow.

Mg. SIMPSON: I am inclimed to meet the
auggestion made by the Hon. the Premier, hut
I do not exactly like the use of the word
“withdraw.” I prefer the word “postpone” until
after receipt of the despatch. If T am in
order T will mova the adjournment of the
motion until this day three weeks.

Motion put and passed.

LEGISLATION #¢ FENCING OF LANDS.

Mg. PIESSE : It will be within the recol-
lection of hon. members that a question was
psked the Premier by the hon. member for
Northam, a few days ago, whether it waa the
jntention of the Government to introduce dur-
ing this session a Fencing Bill. The reply
made by the Hon. the Premier was that the
Government hoped to be able to doso. As
this reply is rather indcfinite, and as the
matter is a very serious one for the settlers in
the colony, I deem it expedient to move to-doy
the following motion standing in my name :—
« That in the opinion of this House it is in the
interest of 1and settlement in this colony that
the Government shounld, during ihis session of
Parliatnent, introdnce & mensure dealing with
the fencing of lands upon the lines laid down
by ihe Fencing Bill, as placed before thig
House last session.” It will also he within
the reccllection of hon. members that a
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“ Fencing Bill ” was introduced last seasion,
in the early part of the session, and that it
was from time to time put aside, althongh
various amendments were proposed. It was
taken into consideration for a time, and then
put off until towards the cloze of the session,
when the Hon. the Attorney-General decided
not to proceed with it. I may tell hor. mem-
bers that this Bill is one for which the set-
tiers of the colony are asking, and especinlly
the agriculturists. We are all aware that
the present fencing law permit of the re-
cover) of half the value of the fenceo, where
the adjoining owner makes use of the fence.
We want to compel the owner of adjncent
land to pay half the cost of the fence whether
he makes use of it or not, because, if the owner
of a piece of Innd fences his portion, the owner
of the adjacent land obfains the advantage of
that fenceat any time he plenses; and what
we ask for is that provision shonld be made
to enable the recovery of one-half the cost of
ths fence from the adjoining owner, whether he
makes use of it or not. I think this will pre-
vent what hon. members wish to see
prevented, namely the dummying of land,
or the holding of it without wusing
it. Tf we eould bring something to
bear upon those holding large estates fo
eomprl them to fence their land we should
bring about a bebter state of things, and pre-
vent a deal of lnnd being unoccupied. If we
could do this we should find o great deal of
country fenced, which is not now the case. I
should like to poinf out this particularly affecis
the small owner, not only in his houndary
fence, butin the recovery of the amount. It
is necessary also to have some amendment of
the present law, so that provision may be
made for the erection of a fence to pravent
trespnss. We want something more to pro-
tect the small settlers or owners from trespass
and damage to property from large owners.
For instance, a large owner may keep sheep,
then the smaller one ooly keep large stock;
and the small owner has not merely to fence
to keep his own stock in, but he has to fence
to keep hisneighbor’s sheep ont, and under
the present Act he has noredress. There are
many things that need to be taken into con-
sideration, and I think the Hill placed Defore
the House last session would meet the difficul-
ties of the case. If hon. members who chject
to the retrospective clanses would only agree
to the introducing of & Bill on similar lines as
last year, with the retrospective elunses left
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out, we should be able to frame a Bill to the
sutisfuctivn of she sebtlers in the different
districts. No doubt it would offend some land
owners, both large and small, to enable othera
to recover from them ome half the cost of the
erection of an adjoining fence. [ would be
quite willing to have the retrospective clauses
struck out of the Bill, if it would then meet
the wishes of hon. members.  If we had a Bill
introduced to enable men to recover ome half
the cost of fences to be erected in the future,
it would be foir nnd equitable. I think it
would meet with the approval of Lhis
Mouse, and be acceptable to the coun-
try. I certainly think the time has arrived
when a Bill of this kind should be brought in,
I bave been asked by many country residents
who sre land owners, to push forward this
measure, because they are certainly suffering
from the effects of the old legislation mnder
which we are now oxisting. I certainly think
the Government should take early steps (o
introduce u Bill of this kind. Although the
Premier has promised the Government will
not lose sight of the mattor, I consider the
reply is indefinite. I certainly consider that a
Bill should he introduced, if not guite oa the
siume lines as the past Bill, yet dealing with
the tuture erection of fences, snd the recovery
of a portion of the cost. Such a Bill would ha
acceptable, and might embody a olsuse deal-
ing with trespass. With these remarks I bey
to move the resolution standing in my name.
Mg, T'"HROSSELL: I have pleasure in
seconding the resolution. T need not repeat
the argamentz for this measure, us wo had
them all last session. [t goes without snying
that a resolution of this kind is in $he inferest
of land setilement. I am in ubter iguorance
of the reason why the Goveroment abandoned
their meussuve last session. It seems o e
they wero afraid of their own weasure, and
there is no doubt but the sore point was the
retrospective clauses. T wish they would
give us a good fencing Act, even without the
retrospeclive clauses in it. We are anxions.
not only to have a moral remedy, but a legul
one, ngainst a neighbor whe refuses tobear
hulf the cost of a fence that enhances the
volue of his land. It is not right that fencing
should he compulsory upon the swall owner,
whils old and lurge estates are ailowed
to go free. ‘The swall owner who
fences his land  adjoining o large
estate cught to be able to compel the owner of
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erection of o fence. Uunder the oxisting law
that cannot be done, und so the small men
suffer an injustice, while the lurge owner
holds his laud for epeculutive purposes. 1
have bad experience in this direction. I once
bought an ancient estatc of 5,000 ucres, and
wua surtounded by men holding their 100
acres—men who ure the bone and sinew of
this colony. They often lopked upon that
large estate with hungry eyes. Thay ull had
to fence in their land whilst the large owner
went scot free, nnd the only difference between
them was the boundary line. The small
owners could look uver thuir fences and gee the
larger area nearer the town all unfenced. I
hope thé Government will see and recognise
the justice of this resolution, and will bring in
& Bill this session.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) : The
answer I guve early in the gession was that
the Guvernment hoped to0 be able to bring in
a Bill, I think it was o very fair answer at
that time. Wae are still prepared to introduce
‘this measure. In fact wu decided to do so
long age, but we cannot do everything at once,
We propose to introduce u Bill without the
retrospective clauses, allowing it te be only
prospective. It seemns 1o me that that will
take away a great deal of the objection that
hon. mewbers had to the Bill last year. ‘Lhere
wiil be sure to be some cases of hardships, but,
altogether, the Bill is n reascnable ¢ne. There
is very natlurally alwnys o desire to avoid the
payment of money as long as one can do so.
We have a law in towns whereby, if you ercct
a fence, the adjoining proprietor has to pay one
half the ecost. That is the law in towns, and I
think it should bethe sanie inihe country, L do
not think any one could say the reirospective
clauses were unfnir, They were fair enough,
bubt would have caused a great deal of troubls,
and would have placed o burden upon certain
people they did not expect to have to bear.
For that renson the Government has decided
to introduce a Bill without the retrospec.
tive clouses im it, and will introduce it in
a few days. [ hope it will be satisfuckory
to hon. members. I would advise the hon,
mewher for the Willinms not to ove so
many wwendments as he did last yeaur. Let
us get the Bill upon the Statute Book, IF
every one wants to move o lot of new clauses
to the Bill, it is just possible it muy share
the same fate as last year. Leb us geb it upon
the Statute Book, because it will be a nseful

that larger estate to bear half the cost of the |, measure in many respects, und it it does not
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meet all the requirements, it can be amended
hereafter.

Motion put and passed.

44 6.20 p.ni.,, the Spenker left the Chair.

At 7.30 the House resumed.

ESTIMATES, 1895-96.

Consideration of the Estimates resumed at
Part VI.—Colonial Treasurer’s Department.

Office of Colonial Sccretary, £3,945 :

Mzr. HARPER, referring to Item 2-—Chief
Clerk and Registrar, salary £400, increase £50
—iwmoved that the amount be reduced by £25.
He snid considerable discussion had heen
caused by the large increases which were pro-
posed in the Estimates for officers in the
higher branches of the eervice, as being out of
proportion with the increases in the lower
grades; and he mow proposed to test the
principle of these large increases, by reducing
the first item in which a large increase
occurred.  Of course he was not attacking the
particular officer, but seeking to affirm a prin-
ciple which should apply to all the large
increases ; and, if suceessful in carrying this
reduction, he would follow it up, or other
members would be prepared to propose conse-
quential reductions in other large increnses
througheunt the Estimates.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) said
this salary was increased by £60 because this
officer had been 23 years in the service and was
very eflicient, a8 he (the Premier) knew per-
gonally. This officer, being Chief Clerk in the
depurtment, had to perform the duties of
Under-Secrotary whenever that officer was
away from the office. Mr. Geofirey Eliot's
long service, and the efficient manner in which
he carried out his important duties, entitled
him to the incresse which the Government
had recommended. A salary of £400 for this
position and length of service was not extrava-

gant; and Mr. Eliot had to perform very .

confidential duties.

Mg, SOLOMON did not object to this
amount of inerease, but to the principle of
making large increases of salary in the depart-
ments; for, if adversity followed upon the
present period of prosperity, the mecessury
curtailing of high salaries would cause hard-
ship. He supported the reduction.

Mge. ILLINGWORTH said he did not com-

plain of this, or any increase, to au officer who

had worked his way up and proved his
efficiency ; but suggeated that when an officer
was promoted to a higher vacancy it should
not be understood that
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officer tnust necessurily receive the same high
pay ns  was  previously givem to the
older officer in that position. ILet the
Yyounger officer have the opportunity of earning
it by leogth and efficiency of service. "The
Government should pay efficient men well,
and get the work done with fewer servants.

Az, A, FORREST opposed the reduction of
thie salary, because he was glad to sec thie oid
und efficient officer wasatlength being rewarded
us he deserved tobe. 'I'his officer had per-
formed efficiently the dutics of Under-Secre-
tury while that officer (Mr. 0. Burt) was
absent from the colony. It wus well-known
that tho members of the tamily from which
this officer (Mr. Eliot) came, were born io
the profession, being among the Lest officers
in the public service, and he hoped they would
long continue so. ‘L'his officer was worthy of
any incrense the House could vote to him.

Mgr. CONNOR. supported the reduction, as
the prinsiple oaght to be aflirned, and he was
opposed to indiscriminate expenditure, which
might have to be followed by severe retrench-
ment.

Mr, MARMION opposed the reduction.
Having had a long acquaintance with this, and
other offices in the departments, he knew that
this officer, who had been described as one of u
race of heaven-born officers, was in a sense de-
serving of that compliment. The responsibili-
ties attuching to this officer were increasing
yearly, and he had always performed his
duties in a zealous, careful, and scrupulouns
manner.

Mz, LOVON supported the reduction, on
principle, because ou looking through the
Estimates he found the increases of salury
were chiefly to those officers who were near
the huad of each department. Very few in-
creases were given to the large majority of
junior servants, whose service might have ex-
tended over ten or twenty years. Those hon.
mewnbers who had had to work their way up
in life would know the difficulties which junior
servants bad to contend against, in trying to
improve their position nnd pay. If this officer
waa to receive this yeur am increase of about
15 per cent., many other servants receiving
smaller salaries should be entitled to propor-
tionate increnses. He believed this officer
was efficient, and that all the officers frow this
famnily were eficient. But there wust bave
been other openings in the service to which
this deserving officer conld he prowoted ; and
ib was in tbis direction that the increase of
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salary should be made, so0 that the higher
duties to which a deserving officer was pro-
moted should carry the extra emolument.

Tue PREMIER {(Hon SirJ. Forreat) eaid
it wight appear desirable to promote deserv-
ing officers from one department to another,
but thia could not be easily carried outin
practice. At arule, each department liked to
promote its own officers within that depart-
ment, when higher vacancies oceurred ; and it
was not pleasant for the officers in o depart-
ment to find that, when a desirable vacancy
did ocoue, nn officer from some other depart-
ment was brought in to fill it. Such a method
of transfer and promotion would be incon-
ventent in many ways, a8 he had found from
experieuce ; nor were the advantoges eo
great ag some members might suppose.
Officers gained experience in a particular
department, and looked to being promoted
within that department with the dutiea of
which they were familiar, and in which they
would he more wuseful than if traunsferred
to another department. He guestioned
whether the suggested moving of officers from
one department to another would work well.
In some other sections of the Estimates, it
would be noticed that the Chief Clerk of a
departinent was to have his ealary increased
to the snine amount as in this instance. He
believed in having the chief officers efficient
and well paid, for,if thero were not good
senior officers, the House could not
expect to have good juniors in the depurt-
ment,

Mer. R. F. SHOLL said it was unfortunate
that the first salary ottached was that of an
old ofticer ; but there were certain highly paid
officers who were being pushed on by these in-
creases with undue haste, while others who
had not been so long in the service did not et
increnses. Unless all increases were attacked
in this Houae, it would hardly be worth while
to attack any. He believed this officer deserv-
ed the increase, but other increases would
have to be dealt with later that were not so
well deserved ; therefore, if this increase were
paseed, the others would have to be passed.
{The Premer: Although you sayit is deserv.
ed!] As soon as au officer came under the
Trensurer's direction, it was noticeable that
increnses wenb up all round. Tt was the same
in the Works and BRailway Department. He
regretted that he must vobe for this reduction,
on prineiple.

Mu. MARMION said the argument of the
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laat speaker was peculiar and strange indeed
for it was that because & nuwnber of deserving
officers were getting increases, which were
deserved and should be given, therefore he
most oppose the first deserving case, because
one or two others which were coming on later
were not 8o deserving. Would the hon. memn-
Ler deal in that way with a staff in his own
uvmploy ?

Mzr. HASSELL said that as the Accountant
in the Treasury, and the Chief Clerk in the
Lands Department were receiving £400 each,
this officer should be incereased to the same
amount.

Mgr. RANDELL asked what was to be the
mazimun amount of salary to Chief Clerks.
Wag it fo be £400, or wus the office held in
each of these cases considered to be of that
value ? It was not so much a gquestion of the
particular officer, or his length of service, na
the principle that was sought te be affirmed
in the motion for thiz reduetion. The per-
gonality of the officer should be left
out of the gquestion, and the office itself
bedealt with, In the Audit Department one
officer held a position probably as respon-
sible as this ome—that officer being aleo to
some extent ap officer of this House—and yet
his salary was only £225. The object of the
motion was to affirm the principle that in-
crenses in these salaries should nof be beyond
425, and he was in aceord with it to a large
extent, He bad been struck with apparent
nnomalies in the ealuries, and, where there
was anything out of the ordinary £10 or £15
increase, it was desirable that the Government
should give information as to the principle
which had guided Ministers in making these
inereases.

Mgz, MARMION eaid one renson why a
difference was made between this end another
officer referred to was that this wna on old
officer, whereas the other was comparatively
young in the service.

Me, HARPER regretted that some mewbers
were denling with the personalities of officers.
What a great mumber of people did object to
was the principle of the large increases to
officers who where in fairly good circumstances
ns compared with others.

Mr. LEAKE opposed the reduction, and
said those members who generally attacked
the Estimates had not been in the public aer-
vies, and did not know the difficulty of main-
taining a decent position on a small salary, If
they did know,they would realise the value of
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£25 or £50 added to a small salary, out of | previous yeuars, by applications for increases,

which a large family might have to be main-
tained. It wag very fine to talk about being
actuated by principle solely.
Oh!] Yes; the Premier was qguite rightin
that—he would make the same observation
himself. Theze vfficers were supposed to keep
up & respectable position, and they should at
least be paid enough to keep thom honest. He
did uot know of a single increase in these
Estimates that he would oppose. Indeed he
would like to see the salaries of Civil servants
increased, but he did not imply that he would
support the increase of the staff. Ifthey paid
good salaries and employed fewer men, the
worlk would be hetter done.

Mg. MORAN said he would not support re-
ductions of salaries, becouse he believed it was
the intention of this 'arliament to reconsider
the whole system of Civil Bervice oppoint-
ments in the future. While the colony was
flourishing, he would not begrudge o little
extra remuneration to those Civil Servunts
who were deserving. It would be judicious
to wake appointments and promotions upon
werit, and merit only, whereas the system
bere was rather haphazaid.

Mr.EANDELL said it waa fortunatoforthe
country thut not wany membucrs of this House
had been ipn the Civil Service, if the House
might judge frow the utterances of the hon.
member {Mr. Laake) who was now the leader
of the Opposition in that House, or clse the
comnbry would soon find itself involved in
very heavy expenditure. There was
a feeling among  the public that
the Civil Service expenditure wos becoming
very large, and must necessarily grow
with the extension of settlement in the colony.
If the policy juat announced was to be the
future policy of the leader of the Opposition
it would be a long time before that hon. mem-
ber got en the Government benches, either as
FPromier or Attorney-General.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), re-
ferring to the question as to maximum
salaries, said he was not in a position to
pledge the Government on that point; but in
a short time, there would bo a Civil fervice
Bill for regulaling ealaries, eo tbat the
Government, as well as the officers would
know exactly what to expect, avd how they
stood. The present system was not a good
one, becuuse, when the Estimates coune round,
every officer wanted an increase. He had been
lese troubled this year, as Treasurer, thun in

[Tre PrexMser: *

becguse he let it be understood they were not
going to make wany increases, except in those
departments where the nfficers were generally
regarded ns being under-paid. In the Postal
Department there had been some increases,
but there were very few increascs beyond the
ordinary .£10 fncrease. The general rule was
that where un inerease had been given lust
yeur, none should be given this year, It was,
however, a gnestion where these ingreases
were to stop, and he often wondered that
the salaries were not larger, on account of
the continuous efforts mude to obtanin in-
ereases.

Mg. MOSS opposed the reduction, after the
testimony given by the Premier as to this
officer’s efficieney and long service.

Mgr. LEAKE zaid that, in view of futwe
possibilities, he would inform the hon. mem-
ber for Perth (Mr, Randell) and other mem-
bars on that side of the House that he had no
desire to encourage lavish expenditure ; but
that, in speaking us he had done, he merely
wigshed to uaffirm the principle that this
House should vote & reasonably decent salury
in each case, and should insist on getiing the
most work they could ont of Civil servants.
Ho did not thinle £400 u year for an office of
trust and responsibility was tee great; but if
the Governwent could see their way to place
a limit on some of the higher salaries, the ob-
jeet which all bon. wembers had wonld be at-
tained.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL was picased to hewr the
Government were likely to bring in u Civil
Service Bill. He hoped they would bring it
in this session.

Tus PrEmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
cannot do that. ‘The Civil Service Comnmis-
sion has not yet reported.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said that Commission
was doing no good, and should be quashed.

Mr. A. FOREEST eaid the House must be
plensed with the remarks of the hon, member
for Albany (Mr, Leake), because that hon.
member had had practical experience in the
public service; and he (Mr. Forvest) be-
lieved that one reason why the hon. metwber
left the service was the smallness of the salury
he received.  The eolony hud thus lost o most
efficient public officer, but this House had
guined an hon. mewber who was an ornmment
to it.

Motion—thut the amount of the salary
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{Ttem 2) be reduced by £25—put, and division
taken, with the following result :—

Ayes o 6
Noes 16
Majority against 10
Aves. | Noes.
Mr. Connor Mr. Burt
Mr. Loton Sir John Forrest
Mr. Handell Mr. A, Forrest
Mr. R. F. Sholl Mr. Hansell
Mr. Solomon Mr. [llingworth
Mr, Horper {T'eller). Mr. Lenke
BMr. Lefroy
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moss
Myr. Phillips
Mr, Piesse
My, H. W, Sholl
Me, Simpson
0r. Thressell
Mr. Venn
Mr. Moran (Tetler).

Motion negatived and item passed.

Mg. RANDELL asked what was the reason
of the large incrense in the last item—No. 13,
“Preparation and revision of the electoral
rolls and expenses connected with elections,
£1,800 ; previous voie, £500"—which showed
an increase or £1,300.

THE PREMIER (Hon, 8ir J. Forrest) said
that although only £500 was voted last year,
the amount actunlly spent wns £1,177 25, 7d.,
and the amount which would have to be ex-
pended for the purposes of a new Electoral
Act was cxpected to be still larger. Of course
the amount voted this year would not be ex-
pended unless required. A new and elaborate
system of electoral registration could not be
carried out without consideradble expense.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said be waa glad to
hear that an Electoral Bill was in prepara-
tion ; hut, in reference to registration, could
the Government explain why 70 voters iz the
Murchison district, who registered within the
prescribed time, last year, and whose voting
papers were sent to the propor officer, at the
proper address, were shut out from the Mur.
chison roll when wmade up; also why certain
other ¢lection claims sent from Cuo were
served in the same way.

Tue A'l'TORNEY - GENERAL (Mon S.
Burt) suid that under the present Electornl
Act the names must be received notlater than
the 15th of February, und tiie oawes of the
claiwants referred to wore not so received.
The instructions to put those names onthe
roll were, he remembered, given by himself,
when the matter was reported to him, as he
then thought that a little difficulty about the
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date could e overcome ; but farther objection
was raised by the veturning officer in that
place, and by oficers in other districts where
similar cases had occurred, as to some papers
not having come to hand hy the 15th of
February.

Mg, TourvoworTH : The Registrar in that
case wos not at the office to receive them when
they arrived. That is the fact of the matter.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, 5
Burt) said the post did not arrive till one or
two days after the date fixed in the Act; v
that, as these claims were not recsived in due
order, and as other returning officers were con-
fronted with the snme kind of diffculty, the
result wos that only those names which had
been received within the statutory time were
put on the rolla. He was glad, however, to be
able to inform hon, members that, under the
new Electoral Bill, all these difficulties would
disnppear.

Mr. R, F. SHOLL said some of the
officers—the i

returning Sheriff, for im-
stance, when acting as returning  officer
in Perth—had been paid extravagant

tees for leaving their well-paid duties and
presiding at elections. Ten guineas wus an
excessive amount to be paid in such a cuse.
Ho did not object to ample fees in cuses
where & returning officer had to travel a
long distance, as on the goldficlds.

Mgr. MORAN eaid the main requirement
was to get o proper ayatem of electoral regis-
tration, nnd the oxpense was a subsidiary
matter, It shonld be the duty of the police
in this colony, as it was elsewhere, to travel
round among the votecs, and compile the
register fully and carefully, without
putting the peopla to any  trouble
in making claims, He complained that
certain vofers in the Yilgarn district bad
not been duly registered last year, because
objection was raised by some election ngent at
the registration court at Sounthern Crosa, and
notice by post of the objection made did pot
reach the parties nffected wuntil after the
revision bad been completed, 8o that these
cluims, although made in regulur order and in
good timne, were not entercd on the revised
roll.

Tue ATTORNEY- GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt), refefring to the fees paid to a
returning officer, said the presiding at the
poll was not the only duty to be done, as he
rulls had to be made up under his supervision,
A good deal of the £1,800 put on these
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Estimates wonld be required for carrying out
the machinery to be provided by the new
Electoral Bill. :

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said it had not ocenrred
to hum that the returning officers did other
work besides the duties on polling days.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. &,
Burt) said he wished to state, with reference
to what the hon. member for Yilgarn had
said, that it was not possible for anyome to
object to any name going on the rolls in the
wanner he hod described, because objections
had to be made in due form, and on payment
of a fee of 5s.

Mg. RANDELL said his objectin rising
was to obtain information, and not to cavil at
the increaso of the item.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Audit, £3,005:

Mg, RANDELL said it seewmed to be a
general principle running through the Esti-
mates to gradually increase the salaries of
junior officers, und that principle he thought
ghould be embodied in the Civil Service Bill.
He usked if the salaries fixed in this depart-
ment were the maxzimum amounts that
would be given.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he did not think the suluriés proposed were
the maximum amounts.

Vota put and pussed.

Vote—-Medical, £32,407 :

Me. LEAKE, referring to item—* Principal
Medicnl Officer and Colonial Surgeon, Perth,
£475 " —asked if anything hud been done with
regard to the proposed Medical Board, and how
much the appointment of the Board
wonld affect the salary of the Coloninl
Surgeon.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)said
the Government would probably appoint the
Board in the course of a week, for the Perth
Hospital, and the Principal Medical Officer
and Colonial Surgeon, Dr. Waylen, had sent
in his resignation, feeling that, aa he was 62
years of age, he was entitled to retire. The
Government proposed to accept the resigna-
tion, and to appoint a principal medical
officer to advise the Government on all medi-
cal mutters, to visit the charitable institutions
and police stations in Perth, and generally
gupervise and control, under the Minister, all
the medical officers thronghout the colony.

Mr. RANDELL: Will he be allowed private
practice 7
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Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he would, because the salary would
not be very large. He would have nothing
to do with the hospital, but, the details
of the matter had not been finally settled. It
was thought at one time to do nway with the
the principal medical officer in Perth, and allow
private practitionera to do the work connecled
with the charitable institutions; but, after
consideration, the the idea was abandoned, ba-
cauge it was constdered that in view of the
necessity for vaccination and quarantine along
the coast, it would be necessary to have a
medical officer who would be head of the
dopartment. The new officer would have
a clork in his office, and would thue be
able to do more departmental work, although
there was no one in the service who
did so much clerical work, considering the
time at his digposal, as the present
Colonial Sorgeon. For many years that
officer did an immense amount of cleri-
cal work without assistance, and it was
only recently that o clerk wae appointed to
ussist him. Tn the retirement of thut very old
officer, Dr. Wuylen, the Government felt that
they were losing a loyal and efficient ofticer. It
was not proposed to invest his successor with
the title of Colonial Surgeon.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH suggested the disuse
of the word “ Colonial” in the titles of the
Colonial Surgeon, Coloninl Treasurer and
Colonial Secretary, as it smacked too much of
Downing-street. Now that the colony was self-
governing the titles should he Chief Secretary
and Treasurer.

Mgz, HASSBELL, referring to item, *Resi-
dent Medical Officer and Quarantine Officer,
Albany, £200,” ssked what were the duties of
that officer.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he did all the work of the Government. He
had the Hospital, the Government officials, the
Police, and the “ gentlemen without means” to
look after, and also the Quarantine Station.

Mr. HASSELL wunted to know whether
this officer was supposed to look after the
patients at the Quarantine Station and to have
a deputy at 5 guineas per day.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was not aware that any deputy was paid,
and a request to have a doctor at the Quaran-
tine Station wns refused, the Medical Officer
being instructed to visit the Station daily.

Mp. SIMPSON asked if Civil servauts were
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entitled to medical attendnnce from the Go-
vernment medical officers.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, 8ir. J. Forreat) said
that up to 1886 they were, and that, since then,
only those who were in the service before that
year were entitled to receive wedical atten-
dance from the Government officers.

Mg. SIMPSON, referring to the Quarantine
Station at Albany, said he did not wish fo
reflect upon the Resident Medical Officer at
that port, but he wished to draw uttention to
the circumstances connected with the recent
quarsntining of certain passengers. He had
no hesitation in saying, from information con.
vayed to him by people who were quaran-
tined, that it was n ghastly disgrace to the
administeation of the colony. The hardships
that tender women and others had to endure
through the want of accommodation and the
sbsolute farce of a quarantine ground, werea
disgrace.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. 8ir. J. Forrest) said
no arrangements were made for the reception
of the passengers on the occasion referrved to,
Lecause the Orient Company failed to inform
the Government from Colomlo that there was
disease on Loard the Lusifunia. In reply to a

communication on the subject from the -

Government, the Premier of Victoria had said
he had communicated with the Company, and
also with the Government of Ceylon, express-
ing the desirability of the Governmente of
Australin being notified of any cases of dizease
on board the vessels when leaving Colombo.
No explanation had been received from the
Orient Company, und he believed no intimation
of the existence of the disense was sent to the
agents in Austrelia. If the existence of amall-
pox op the Lusitagia had been telegraphed
from Colombo, the Government would have
haé everything prepared at the Quarantine
Station at Albany to receive the passengers.
It could be easily imagined that to land 30
passengers on a rough and dark night. under
such circumstances, would make matters un.
comfortable for o while. Notwithstanding all
that had been said about the Quarantine
Station, he wus inclined to think, having visit-
ed ib, that it provided gnod accommodation for
a limited pumber. Every effort was made $o
gecure the comfort of the quarantined
passengers.

Mg. K. F. SHOLL asked whether, in view of
those circnmstances, it was not an opportune
time to establish the system of Federal
Quarantine, and failing the other colonies co-
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operating, to erect comfortable buildings for
the purposes of & Quarantine Station.

Toe Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
have provided for that on the Estiwuntes.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL asked if it was & Tact that
the employees in the Fremantle Locomotive
Workshops were receiving medicul attention
from Govermnent medical officers.

Tue DierrcTok 0r PuBLic Wores : No.

Mg. HASSELL, said with refevence to the
guarantining of the Lusilanic’s pnasengers at
Albany that he believed the Orient Company at-
tempted tosmuggle theship thoughby thecap-
tain stating, only after the medical officer
bad insisted upon sesing the health hill,
that there was only asupposed case of small-
pox on board.

Mr. MARMION, referring to the
item—*' Resident Medical Officer, Beverley,
£150” (increase £50), asked if the Govern-
ment were guided by any priuciple in pro-
posing increases toGovernment wmedical officers,
because he noticed that in nearly every in-
stunce increaseswere proposed. Nob very many
yours ago the geperul opinion was expressed
that tho time had arrived when it waa advis-
able to do away with Governrnent medical
ofticers in the various districts, and the only
reuson why it was necessary to continuze them
was that there were cevtain Governmend
officers who required medical attendance, and
that it would pay betber to give & small fee to
those ofticers than to puy the expense of pro-
viding medical wbtendunce for Governwent
officinla.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the principle adopted had been te increase
the salariea of Governwent wmedical officers
in districts where there were hospitals,
and where the private practice was smusll.
It was ridiculous to expect a medical officer
to look after a big hospital for £100 a
year,

Mr. MagaioN : Is there a hospital at
Beverluy ?

Tug PREMIEEK (Hon.8ir J. Forvest) said
there would be one. Difficulty wns experienced
in inducing gentlemen to take the positions
in districts where the private practice was
small.

Mr.R. F. SHOLL said that the private
practice would be larger in a district where &
hospital wae required. T'he time was coming
when Government medical officers would be
dome nway with in the centrea of population,
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and it wounld be well if all the pmall distriets
were controlled by the Medieal Board.

Mr. A. FORREST said he wasof opinion that
there ghould be no Government medical
officer at ull, in a district where the population
waa Jarge epough to support o doctor. He
did not object to the increases, because if a
man wus 0ot worth £150 a year, he was not
worth anything. The time had arrived when
small hospitals should be tuilt all over the
colony.
be yearly increasing, for when he first entered
the House it was £8,000, and it bad swollen
to £32,000.

Mz. PIESSE snid he would support the in-
creases to medical officers, especially those
stationed in districts having a smull popu-
lation, and where they had to travel long
distances in cases of accidents.
new districts required medical assistance very
often, and as a rule were not able to pay much
forit, and he hoped no objection would be
taken to the proposcd increases, especially in
regurd to places provided with hospitals. The
question of ubolishing medical officers in the
centres of population could be thrashed ont
ona future oceasion, but swmple provision
should e mwade for the districts in this re-
spect.

Mg. CONNOR rose to speak.

Fug CHAIRMAN : There is no item hetfore
the chair., ’

Mr. MAKMION said he thought the
discussion had arigen over the
item—* Resident Medical Oficer, £150.” That
wag the last one under consideration.

've CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for
Weat Kimberley spoke on the item—* Resi-
dent Medical Ofticer, Coolgardie, £200.7

Mz. CONNOR : He spoke generally on the
vote.

Mg, A. FORRESI': Yes, that is ao.

Tue CHAIRMAN : Hon, members muat, if
they want Lo speak generally on the vote, do
so before the items are considered.

Me. DMARMION smd it was just as
well that bon, members should under-
stand what they were doing. He wished,
with all duo respect, to disagree with the
Chaivman.

Tue CHATRMAN : T rule that the ifem-—
Resident Medical Ofticer, Beverley, £150—wns
the lust item under consideration.

Mg, RANDELL referring to the item
- Resident Medical Officer and Quarantine
Officer, Broome, £100,” asked why no increase
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had been proposed io this, as well as three
other salaries,

Tis PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the officer at Broome held a number of offices,
and was very well puid, getting £600 or £700
ayear, which was made up as follows :—£500 o
year under the Magisiracy, £100 a ycar us
Resident Medical Officer aond Quarantine
Officer, and about £72 for forage, or perbaps
more,

Mr. CONNOR referving to the item—
* Resident Medical Officer and Quarantine
Qfficer, Bunbury, £200” (ircrease £100), nsked
why the salary of this olficer hud been

+ doubled.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the explanation of the Colonial Surgeon wns

i that the officer in question, Dr. T. H. Love-

Settlers in

grove, had been in the service for many years,
and was eenior medical officer, and that,

' being in churge of adistriet hospital, he should

receive more pay than those who were not. It

. was just posgible that some arrapgemecnt
. would be made Ly which the amount asked

" Waylen.

for would not be puid in full as it was pro-
posed bring the officer to Perth to fill the
position hie hud described, in suceession to Dr.
If that were done the salary wounld
not be as high as that received by the Colonial
Burgeon.

Mz, CONNOR moved to veduce the item by
£50, in order fto test the question as to
whether indiscriminate increnases should go on
for ever.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he thought that,
in this instunce, the Governmeut were depart-
ing from the principle they had laid down,
that where a Medicul Officer had a good pri-
vate practice the szlury should be swmall; but
at one jump the salary in question was raised
from £100 to £200. He would eupport the
amendment.

Mr. FORREST suid that ulthough he ob-
jected to the incresases to medical officers, he
wns sure 1o one would grudge this particular
officer £300 a year. However, ag it would not
do to increase one salary and not another, he

" suggested that the Govermment should nccept

the amendment.
Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest) said
he wonld accept the amendment, as the officer

" would not be affected by the reduction, in view

!

of hia heing offered the position he had
referred to.
Me. LEAKE asked if there was uny need to
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increase salaries at all if the officer was not to ! Govermmnent Medieal Officer.

benefit by the increase ?

M. MARMION asked if the gentleman
who would be appointed to the position
vacnted by the officer nppointed in succession
to Dr. Waylen, wounld receive the same
salary ?

Tue PrEmier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Yes, if
the item is reduced he will get £150.

Mg. RB. F. SHOLL asked what salary it was
proposed to give to the gentleman who would
suceeed the Coloninl Surgeon.

Tue Premier (Hoo. Sic J. Forrvest): Itis
not settled yet.

(21 Avousr, 1895.]

Mr. R. ¥. SHOLL said he hoped an able

man would be appointed to the position.

the reduction of the vote, and not the appoint-
ment of a principnl medical officer,

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said he did not think that
the fact that he was an old officer gualified
him for the position.

Amendment put and passed.
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The Coolgardie
Hospita! was the only one under the Act, as
some difficulty had been experienced in bring-
ing others within its jurisdiction. In the fivst
place the people wanted 1o have the sole
power toelect thecommiltee, while theGovern-
went found them funds with which to carry on
the work of the inatitntion. A request of that
descriplion came from Cue, nndit was found
necessary, therefore, to leave the malter in
the charge of the Government Medical Officer.
't'he Coolgardie Coramittee appeared te corry
out their duties thoroughly, and it was ve-
freshing to observe the means adopted to
raise money for the hospital. The Government

" preferred that those hospitais should be man-
T'ae CHATRMAN : We are now dealing with

Mr. MORAN referring to the item— -

« Regident Medical Officer, Coolgardie, £200”
spid the officer at Albany also got £200 a year,
and he considered that the duties at that
place were not go heavy as those which fell
upen the officer at Coolgardie, whose distriet
included all the mining centres with the
exception of Southern Cross. He did not
suppose there was any comparison between
the work at Albany and at Coolgardie.

I'ne Premier (Hor. SirJ. Forrest) : Thero
ia n big private practice at Coolgardie.

Mge. MORAMN said the medical officer there
had no time for privato practico. He nsked
the Government to consider the desirability of
having medical officers at all the mining
cenfres, as long as the system prevailed.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the hospita! at Coolgardie was now nnder the
Hospitals Act, ond was managed by a com-
mittee. It was not the duty of the Govern.
ment to appoint a medical officer at Coolgardie,
hecause the matter wasunderthecontrol of
thatcommitiee, which alsohnd complete control
over the Hospital, nnd were responsible for the
finances. 'The arrangement with the Govern-
ment was that the commitiee should pay the
expenses in connection with the hospital, and
the Government contributed £2 10a. per week
for every destitute person in the institution,
provided the buildings, and assisted in every
way possible. He believed there was some
arringement between the Committee and the

nged by private committees, where possible,
in preference to making them Government
institutions. Cowmmittees of that description
werg in existence at Dny Dawn, Mount Mag-
net, Hunnan's, Kalgoorlie, and White Feather,
In some of the hospitals, notably that at Kal-
goorlie, a lot of money was spent nt the
Leginning in excess of what was received, and
the Governwent had had to pay off their
debts amounting to some £500 or £600, hut
after nl, the Government, recognising the
great difficulties exiasting on the goldfields in
the providing of relief for the snffering, did
not think it wise toadopt n niggardly policy
towards the people. The accounts were paid
on the certificate of the Warden, and although
wany large demands had had to be wmot, mat-
ters were now working very well, .

Mz. ILLINGWORTH snid he wished to
express the general feeling of satisfaction on
the Murchison fleld with the arrangemcnts
made by the Government in regard to the
Hospitals, especially those in the small
centres.

Me. MORAN eaid he wished to endorse what
the hon. member for Navnire had said, for it
wna only right that the Government should be
given c¢redit for what they hwd done. He
desired to thank the Attorney-Gencral, who,
iz the absence of the Premier, on one oceasion,
took prompt action to meet the request of the
people of White Feather for assistance
urgently needed.

Mr. PHILLIPS, referring to the item,
“Resident ...edical Officer and Quarantine
Officer at Dongarra, £100,” asked the Premier
to explain the terms upon which the officer
was engaged. There was much dissatisfuction
at Dongnrra with the munner is which he
dircharged his dutivs.
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Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was appointed Resident Medical Officer for
the Dongarra district in the ordinary way.

Me, PHILLIPS: Wns he appointed for any
term.

Tue PREMIER (Hob. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was not aware that he had been appointed
for any length of time. He was sorry to hear
that he did not give satisfaction to the dis-
trict ; but no representations had been made
+ officially to the Government. If nny charge
were made against the officer that he was not
fit to hold the position, the Government wounld
enguire into it.

Mr. PHILLIPS gaid hz did not wish to take
the extreme course of moving that the item
should be struck out, but he thonght the
Government should enquire into the matter.

"ue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) pro-
misged to do so.

Mz.A.FORREST snid theGovernment should
take prompt action, for if the officer was not
fit to hold the position, hia services should he
dispensed with without delay.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : What
is his name ? :

Mg. PHILLIPS: Bartlett.

Me. LOTON was glad there had been a
discussion on this matter, and there was no
question that the reasons given by the Gov-
ernment for the various increases were gener-
ally satisfactory, because, no doubt, circom-
slances had led to very great increases in
work. So far as the complaint made Uy the
hon. member for the Irwin was concerned, ib
was plainly one the Government should take
notice «f, for the simple reason that nothing
was more necessary than that whatever
officers were employed should bhe efficient.
The matter was one of which the Premier
shoald not only take notice, but promp! action
as well.

Me. RANDELL was of the same opinioun.
He noticed there bad been no increase in the
salary of the medical officer at Doogarra, but
that was probably because vessels did not stop
at that port now.

TRe Premier (Hon, Sir J. Forvest): We
heard of something elze as well.

Me, HASSELL wonld have liked to see
some provision for o medical officer as Esper-
axce Bay. It was an important place, and a
medical officer should beappointed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): was
not aware that the claims of Esperance Bay
had been brought before the Government, but
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bhe would assure the hon. memher that if a
medical officer was necessary, arrangementsin
that directior wonld be made,

Mr. HASSELI, expressed himself quite
satisfied with thia assurance.

Mr. RANDELL enquired the reason for the
votes for medical officers at the Murray and
at Vasse. .

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) ex-
plained that at both places the resident medi-
cal officer was also the resident mogistrate.

Me. RANDELL enquired the meaning of
the item “Gnrdener at ¢s. per diem, Ferth
Hospita).”

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the gardener waa only paid by the
day, although last year he had worked full
time.

Mg, RANDELL thought it would be better
for the wnée to be stated as so much per year,
instend of so much per diem.

Ms. MARMION noticed there was n decrense
in the amount provided for wardera at the
Lunatic Asylum.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest}
pointed out that the renson for this was, that
the warders were obtained without haviog
to be paid the amount previously placed on
the Estimntes for their serviges.

Contingencies — Provisions, washing For
patients, ete., in Hoapitals, £10,000 :

Mr. MARMION nsked for information on
this point, Last year only £4,600 was pro-
vided on the Estimates, and the inerease was
enormous. It was true, the expenditure was
£8,899, but there were exceptional cireum
stances that might net occur again, and it
hardly nppeared necessary to provide for such
a very large incrense.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
thought the incrense was not large as com-
pared with the actual expeniture last year.
If the money was not required, it would
not be spent.

Me. MARMION did not regard thiz as o
goed argument, for if the same principle wasa
followed in other directions they might pro-
vide for large expenditure that would never
take place. In 1893 only £3,000 had been
required, and the increase appenred too
large.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. TForrest)
had nothing to do with the increase.
It was a departmental ome, and was
stafed to he necessary owing to the growing
incrense in hospitals. These increases arose
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frow the demands of the goldfields, and, when
the proper nuthorities asked for an increased
rate to deal with sickness, the Government
wonld mnot be justified in refusing the
request.

Mg. H. W. SHOLL thought that if hon. mem-
bers looked at the increase in population they
would see that the increase in hospital expen-
diture was necessary, and thut the Guvernment
wag justified in making it.

Mg, RANDELL regarded the stand taken
by the hon, member for Fremantle in seeking
information, as a right one. These increnses
were an indication of the state things were
coming to. It was o good thing to call atten-
tion to these items, while the Government was
quite right in providing all the funds ueces-
sary to meet the necessities of the situation,
and no hon, member desired to wunduly
restrict the expenditure in this d&irection.
When the inerense of population was con-
sidered, the officers of the Department were
right in seeking to make increased provision
over that of the expenditure of the previous
year. At the same time such an increase in
any item was almost unprecedented in the
history of the colony. Very great care should
be taken to see that this large amount waa
really necessary. In other countries these
things were done by private enterprise, and
the whole burden was not cast upon the Gov-
ernment. The proportion of population since
1893 wus not s0 great aa the increase in this
vote, and there should be some means wherchy
officers should certify to the expenditure in
outside places being necessary. Medieal
officers were likely to be even more lavish in
expenditure than might be actually requisite.

Tae PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest)
pointed out that, innamuch, na the vote was so
much per head there could be no possibility
of the Government paying more than was
necessary. While the Government did not
rofuse assistance where it was necessary, he
could assure the House thalt money was
not extracted from the Treasury without o
good denl of trouble.

Mz. MARMION satill thought no reagon had
been advanced for this continual increase.
Last year was no criterion of what the future
wns likely to be. The population had not
doubled in the two years, while the expenditure
under thia head had. What was more was
that the proportion of people requiring assist-
ance was greater before the grent influx of the
population than it was now. The item was
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only for people in hospitals, nrd desalt princi-
pally with provisioms. If the incrense waa
going on in this way, what would it be ina
few years hence? There was to be a new
head to the Department administering this
vote, and increased caution would have to be
exercised to prevent undue extravagnnce. If
care was not taken, the medical vote would
soon go beyond their resources altogether.

I'mg COMMISSIONER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. H., W. Veumn) pointed out that
the incrense in expenditure bad lecn
ecansed by the large population of the
goldfields and the over -crowded state of
the fresh hospitals. Four fresh hospifals
had been opened during the year. Some
of the hospitals had 50 and 60 people
in them. The new hoapitals had to be pro-
visioned, and furniture provided, while every
care and supervision possible wag taken to
ensure the money being properly expended.
It would be most unsatisfactory for hospitals
to require money in order to carry on their
work, and the Government no provision for
meeting them.

Mz, A. FORREST regorded the hon. mem-
ber for Fremantle as being in the position of
one who had discovered » mare's nest. He
appeared to have lost sight of the fact that
it was only during the last two years that the
upkeep of the hospitils on the goldfields had
become necessary, and that prior to this theve
were very few hospitals required. Under all
the circamstances the increanse was not dis-
proportionate. They would wlways have to
provide for the needy sick, and provide
them with everything that waa necessary
to keep them alive, and the hon, member for
Fremantle would be the first to cry out if the
Government did not do its duty in this re-
respect. The population of the colony had
incrensed at the rate of 20 per cent. per
aonur, and they had to expect a large increase
in sickness and hospital work in consequence,
Of course everyone hoped that Government
would notrequire this money, but last year,
after providing £4,000, they had to spoad
£8,000, and this year while £10,000 waa pro-
vided, if £15,000 was necessary it would have
to be found.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH trusted that the ex-
penditure would not be necessary, and that
they wonld not have the sickness to require it,
bot if it was required it shonld be fonnd.
His own experience was that the Governmment
was most careful of the expenditure and saw
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there was no waste or excess. This House
wonld be the first to hlame the Government if
sufticient funde were not found to wmeet the
wants of the hoapitals. In many places tho
need mast be immediate to do good and the
saving of valuable lives was of more import-
ance than the expenditure of n few thou-
gands.

M=r. RANDELL wonid like to suy that every
member of the House was anxioue ts do all he
could to relieve the sick. The hon. member
for West Kimberley had thoroughly misunder-
stood the position the position of the hon.
memler for Fremantle, hut then he wans in
the habit of misunderstanding members. It
waa posgille thut, the attention of the Govern-
ment having been drawn to the matter, in-
creased care would be taken in keeping the
expenditure within bounds.

3Mg. MORAN enquired if this wes the
proper time to refer to the request of the
Mayor of Coolgardie for the provision of sani-
tary arrangements cutside of the Dboundaries
of the municipality.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The question is not
before the Committee. You can bring it on
later.

Mg, MORAN desired to say o few words on
the general question. Hoapituls had sprung
up in large centres of population, and the
expenditure, being necessary, should not be
restricted. It was only during the last year
or {wo thot the goldfields had become se
thickly populated, and rendered these hos-
pitals necessary.

Mz, LOTON did not dixpute the necesmiy
for this expenditure, but thought it showed
there wag another side to the golden picture
of the goldfields. It was now evident that if
they gave a hig revenue they had a big reburn
in expenditurc.

Me. ILLINGWOKTH enqnired why no pro-

- vigion had been made thia year for a Hospital
at Day Doawn.

Twug PREMIER (Hon, SirJ. Forrest) replied
that the necessary expenditnre was provided
under asother item in the Estimates. It
came with the provision of £2 10s. per head
for patients.

Me. MARMION degired to refer to arate
already passed.

Tae CHATRMAN : It cannot be done now.
It is oo late.

Upon the question, “Medical, £32,357,”
being put, Mr, MARMION desired to speak
on Lhe general question of the department.

[COUNCIL.]

Classification of Lands.

‘Fur CHAIRMAN: It is too Inte for that
now., We have gone beyond that, T have
been very wnxious to allow members every
opportunity, hut we must have smne order,

Mgu. MARMION : Then I must say that the
hon, gentleman is the most critical gentleman
T have ever known to occupy the chair.

Tae CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
sit down.

BMr. MARMION: Certainly, but yon will
see me rise again,

Tunr CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed
out there is a proper way to criticise any de-
cision of mine, and, unless that is done it must
not be inginuated that I am wrong.

Votu put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House, nt 10.5 p.m., adjourned uatil
4.30 p.m. next day.

Wegislative @Councul,
Thursday, 22ad August, 1895,

Classification of Landsunder Homesteads Aet—17 sit-
Ty Magisteate for Esperance Say— Marine Sur-
vey for Ksperance Bay—Telegraph Conveniences
at Dundas— Lease of Abrolhos Fslands—Supply
of Raiway Trucks—Ariitration Bl : third
reading—Constitution Act Amendment Oill—
Despateh from Secretary of State—Medical Act
Amendment Bl ; second reading— Fertilisers
and Feeding Stuffs Bl : second  reading : dn
commitiee—Railway and Theatre Refreshment
Roois Licensing Bl ; first mading—Duties on
Deecasid Persons Estates Bill; first roading—
Adjorrument.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 ¢’clock, p.m.

CLASSIFICATION OF LANDS UNDER
HOMESTEADS ACT,

Tue Hown. C. A. PLKSSE, by leave, without
notice, asked the Minister for Mines, whether
the officer now engaged in classing lands under
Purt I1. of “The Homesteads Act, 1804," had



